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Tues. November 3, 2015
Meeting: 7:00 PM
San Francisco County Fair Building,
Golden Gate Park, 9th Avenue and
Lincoln Way, San Francisco. Plants
submitted for American Orchid Society
Judging must be entered between 6:30
pm and 7:00 pm.
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Holiday Celebration
Gift Plants provided by:
Bob Hamilton, John Leathers,
Sunset Valley Orchids, and others.
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President
Dave Hermeyer
dave@hermeyer.us
415-255-6322
Vice President
Mary Gerritsen

It’s the Second Annual SFOS Chanachriskwanzafestivsolst
Holiday Party!!! Instead of our usual monthly speaker, for
December we will be repeating last year’s very popular
party/potluck. Chef Paula Shiu will be providing roast turkey and
vegetarian lasagna, and our members (you) will provide side
dishes like salads, veggies, desserts, beverages, etc. etc. And
yams! Mmmm! Although we will have paper plates, cups, and
plastic cutlery available, we ask that you also bring your own
service if possible to cut down on the amount of waste we
produce. We will provide cards to label your dish and list some
ingredients for those with dietary concerns.
Old Saint Norchid will be giving a nice little plant to each
attending member who has been good all year… well, maybe
even if you haven’t been so good. Plants will be provided by Bob
Hamilton, John Leathers, Sunset Valley Orchids, and others.
Thank you! When you arrive, be sure to get a ticket at the
member table for the gift drawing.
We will also be having an orchid exchange drawing, which will be
optional. If you wish to participate, bring a plant or orchid related
item (or two or three). Please label it with your name and some
info about it, so that the person who receives it can talk to you
about it. Be sure to get a ticket for that too.
If that isn’t enough, there will also be a door prize or two. So be
sure to get your ticket for that too. Whew! All those tickets!
And we will have our usual wonderful Show and Tell table, so
bring in your plants!
Oh, I didn’t mention the date. It’s Tuesday December 1 at 7PM.
Let’s all have a fun time, and celebrate the end of another great
year: two very successful shows, and a year of interesting and
informative speakers.
_________
It’s also Thanksgiving time of course, and this is a good time not
just to give thanks for all we have, but to do a random act of
kindness for someone. I’m writing this on November 13, which is
World Kindness Day (really!). It is also a sad day on which
horrific violence occurred in Paris. You’re reading this sometime
later of course, but don’t let that stop you – do something good
for someone. The world needs it.
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Minutes of the SFOS Board Meeting
SFOS Board Meeting- November 10, 2015

Present: Dave Hermeyer, Valerie Mountain, Jack Ryder, Claire
Zvanski, Tom Perlite, Jean Lee, Chris Mende, Dennis Westler,
Ellen Edelson
Excused: Mary Gerritsen, Florence Inserto, Fred Schechter,
Dexter Hodes
The meeting started at 7:40.

I. Storage Locker
A. Dave: The board has been exploring options to reduce the
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FEATURED ARTICLE
2015 Membership Directory
The new membership directory is
now online on the SFOS website. All
members with an email address in
our records should have received
instructions for login and password. If
you have forgotten your password,
you can still use the directory. Just go
to the SFOS website and follow the
instructions for forgotten password.
If there are errors, please contact
Florence Inserto flojo1337@yahoo.com or Claire
Zvanski:
(415) 341-3085
czvanski@hotmail.com.

2016 Membership Fees
are due
($25 per year-Individual)
($40 per household-2 or more- per
year)
Dues may be payable at any SFOS
meeting,
or go the Web
site www.orchidsanfrancisco.org
and use Pay Pal or mail to
SFOS- Membership
PO Box 27145
SF, CA 94127-0145
• $25/year or $40/year (with Email
Newsletter Option)
• $45/year individual (with USPS Mail

cost of the storage locker, which is currently more than
$6000/year. These include renting a smaller size locker and
reducing the inventory currently held in the locker. Ellen noted,
as property manager for the Society, that she has certain
requirements for the locker to be convenient for her to load and
unload the items for POE and OITP. These include being close
to her home and to Enterprise for the van rental, a 1st floor drive
up location, a roll up door, electricity, being weatherproof, late
evening hours, and large enough for all the items to be stored.
She has researched the other storage locations in the area, and
found the current location to be the best option. Dave & Tom
have found that there are smaller lockers at this location for
about half the cost of the current locker. In order to fit the smaller
locker, some non-recurring items would need to be temporarily
stored elsewhere until POE or disposed of. The table covers will
be recycled if possible, Tom will take the cardboard boxes to hold
for POE, and Dave will hold the wine glasses at his house. A
motion was made to give out 1 wine glass per member at the
December Holiday party, and also sell boxes of 6 for $10. The
motion was seconded and passed. Ellen is going to check the
availability of the smaller lockers and their locations, and see if
there is any discount for 501(c)3 organizations. Once the new
locker is found, there may be an overlap for a month or so, as the
contents are sorted and moved.
II. Treasurer
B. Jack: Balances as of October 31: Checking $9,899.36, High
Yield Savings $168603.74, Market Rate Savings $1,507.35.
There has been a commitment of $950 for tour groups for the
POE.
III. Vice President
A. Dave for Mary: The December meeting will be the Potluck
Holiday Party. There will be a Show & Tell Table. January’s
speaker will be Pierre Pujol, topic: Cymbidium Culture. He will
also provide the Opportunity Table. Skill Session TBA.
February’s speaker will be Ron Parsons, topic : Adventures in
Southeast Australia. Sam Tsui has been rescheduled for the
April 2016 meeting, and Peter Lin is scheduled for the May
meeting. Mary is traveling in Colombia and will be looking for
new speakers while she is there.
IV. Membership
B. Claire: A couple of new members joined at the November
monthly meeting, and 2 more through PayPal. Renewals are
coming in slowly, and a reminder will be put in the newsletter.
The membership forms will be updated with the new membership
categories, as well as online. Florence and Claire are working on
the updates for the membership brochure.
V. POE
A. Tom’s report: We have 46 vendors who have committed/paid
for this year. We have collected $57,958.00 with another $10,025
outstanding. This includes our food and coffee vendors
($2300.00) We may also have a coffee truck out front. There are
still 6 booths available in the vendor area. McLellan Botanicals is
considering being a vendor this year. Lyngso Garden Materials
will have a complimentary vendor booth in the back. We have 9
foreign vendors this year: 2 from Ecuador, 2 from Peru, 2 from

Newsletter Option)
Thank you!
Welcome New Members

Kelly DeWitt
Nancy Bohannon
Jackie Fu
Ivan Edgar Pratt
Debra Vails-Qualters
Peter March
Isis Trenchard
Please welcome our new members at
your earliest opportunity.
NOTICE TO BUSINESS MEMBERS
OF THE SFOS
Member Orchid Related Businesses
in our Roster are out of date. All
current SFOS members who wish to
have their Orchid Related
Businesses listed need to contact
membership. See contact information
above or at end of this newsletter.

Refreshments
Chef Paula Shiu

Taiwan, I from China, 1 from Thailand, 1 from Malaysia.
Invitations have been sent out to individual exhibitors and Orchid
Societies. So far the Conservatory of Flowers and Orchid
Conservation Alliance, Golden Gate Cymbidium Society,
Pleurothalid Alliance and Orchid Friends have responded. U.C.
Botanical Garden would like an information booth, but cannot
install an exhibit or provide plants for the entrance exhibit. Tom
has approached the various orchid societies about installing their
exhibits in the landscaped area on the west side of the building.
So far, only Oakland Orchid Society has shown interest.
Sponsors: Metamorphosis Landscaping (free), Bath Fitters
($1500), Renewal by Anderson ($2500) Lyngso (free), and
Sungevity ($3500) will have vendor booths in the sales area. S.F.
Chronicle may have a truck out in front of the venue ($2500).
Fort Mason has instituted a new ticket policy, whereby they will
collect all tickets, both on line and at the door for all events held
at Fort Mason. Since we signed our contract with them prior to
the new policy, we are not bound by it this year. We will be for
2017, however. Tom has spoken to the new Box Office Manager
and we will be in discussions regarding our ticket fees for future
shows, as well as our contract with Event Brite for 2017.
Frances and Tom have spoken to Christina Tucker about a
possible orchid related video for the show. She has done a
number of documentary and informational videos including one
on Rod McLellan and the early days of the company. She has
proposed to do a 3 minute general video on orchids for $3000, or
a 5 minute video for $5500 including the history of orchid growing
and collecting along with general information. The video would
be played continuously on a monitor in the show. The video
could be sold at the show and also used in subsequent shows.
The board held a discussion and felt the longer length video
would be better. Jean made a motion to pursue producing the 5
minute video. The motion was seconded and passed. This will be
discussed further at the next POE meeting.
Fred Clarke mentioned how some societies have abandoned the
gala evenings and replaced them with photographer nights,
where photographers pay a premium for admission into the show
on Thursday night in order to photograph the plants without the
crowds during the weekend. We would need the sponsorship of a
camera company and use their mailing list to attract
photographers, in order to cover the $4000 in rent for the
evening. It is too late this year to pursue this, but perhaps
something for next year. The board held a discussion, and Jean
has some contacts she will check with.

AOS Awards
AOS Awards
American Orchid Society Pacific
Judging Center Web site: :
http://www.paccentraljc.org/
Please check the Web site for the most
recent awards.

VI. Old Business
A. Denim Shirts: Ten shirts were ordered at the November
monthly meeting. Mary is going to try another option for the
flower motif: changing the colors to white & green.
B. Insurance: Dave is still working on this.
C. Newsletter Back Up Editor: Fred Schechter has expressed
an interest in taking this on, and will be meeting with Stanford.
D. Holiday Party: Mary is putting together a gift table of plants
from Bob Hamilton, John Leathers, Sunset Valley Orchids and

Change of Address
Send all address and e-mail changes
to:
Florence Inserto flojoinsert@yahoo.com
or Claire Zvanski:
(415) 341-3085
- czvanski@hotmail.com
SFOS Membership
P.O. Box 27145,
San Francisco, CA 94127

Newsletter Items
The SFOS Newsletter welcomes
news, articles, events, and any other
items of interest to members. Send
items by the 15th of the month in an
email to Stanford Stapleton at:

other vendors. There will also be wine glasses given to all
members. There will also be a voluntary gift exchange, for those
who wish to participate. Paula Shiu will be preparing a turkey and
vegetarian lasagna, and members should bring a potluck side
dish and/ or beverages. Members should provide serving utensils
for their dish. Dave and Jean will take care of decorations for the
tables. Ellen is looking into borrowing tablecloths. She is also
making cards to identify potluck dishes that are vegan or have
common allergens. There will be a Show & Tell table during the
party as well.
VII. New Business
A. Chris Lynch Art Purchase Proposal: Jean responded to this
and felt there were not any items of value to the Society, so she
will decline this offer.
B. Tablet Computer Purchase for Card Readers: These would
be used for sales at POE and OITP, as well as the monthly
meetings. The Society used to have a yearly contract as well as
paying to rent POS machines. A discussion was held about how
to keep the tablets stored securely and keep them charged. For
now, it was decided to continue using individual smart phones or
devices. This will also be discussed at the POE meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:10.

s
tanford@rkmediasolutions.com Please

include your name at the beginning
or end of your text. All submissions
will be reviewed and may be edited
due to space limitations. Thank you!
Sincerely,
San Francisco Orchid Society

Respectfully Submitted,
Valerie Mountain

SFOS Bulletin Board
The Bulletin Board is a free service for SFOS members' orchid
related items. Send items by the 15th of the month by email to:
stanford@rkmediasolutions.com Include your name, phone
number, and how long you want the item to run. We will also run
items of interest from other orchid societies. All submissions will
be reviewed and may be edited.

Upcoming Events
December 1, 2015 7:00pm - SFOS General Meeting
December Holiday Party

*****
November 21 -22, 2015 – Orchid Society of Santa Barbara
Fall Show and Sale. Saturday and Sunday Hours: 10-5
Saturday, 10-3:30 Sunday. “Orchid Obsession”, Fleishman
Auditorium, Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History (just north
of the Old Mission). Featuring Laelia anceps at their peak and

fall-blooming Cymbidium and Cattleya species. AOS and CSA
judging. Select vendors. http://www.orchidsb.org
or fmorchids@hotmail.com

November 27 - 29, 2015 Holiday Open Studios - Sally
Robertson 11 AM - 5 PM 284 Cherry Road, Bolinas, CA Stroll
the acclaimed garden in Bolinas on the beautiful Marin County
Coast and visit the studio where Art & Garden
meet. www.sallyrobertson.com
December 5 & 6. 2015: Casa de las Orquideas Annual Open
House Sat - Sun 9AM - 4PM. 170 South Nardo Ave. Solana
Beach, CA 92075. Lots of new Cymbidium seedlings and
meristems are waiting to make their debut! Parking is limited so
please consider carpooling. Visit the WEBSITE
at www.orquideas.com email casa@orquideas.com, or call Karl
or Miki Batchman at (858) 755-7572
January 15, 2016. Gold Coast Cymbidium Growers Annual
Collector's Auction. Preview 6:30 PM. Auction starts at 7:00
PM. San Mateo Garden Center, 605 Parkside Way, San Mateo,
CA. For info contact: Richard Mangan at mangasz@att.net or
Darrel Wong at bacyms@yahoo.com

January 23 - 24th 10 am - 5 pm Orchids Around the
World Peninsula Orchid Society2016 Show & Sale
Community Activities Building 1400 Roosevelt Avenue, Redwood
City, CA Admission $5 Adults, $3 Senior (62+), $3 Children 1216, Free for accompanied children under 12 Fabulous Displays
of Blooming Orchids- Orchid Vendors & Member Sales
http://penorchidsoc.org
February 26-28, 2016 SFOS Pacific Orchid Exposition A
Legacy of Orchids 9 AM - 6 PM Fri/Sat; 10 AM - 5 PM Sun. $14
advance-$15 at the Door; Seniors - $11 in advance- $12 at the
door. 3 Day Pass -$25 Children 16 and under - Free. Festival
Pavilion, Fort Mason, San Francisco. Lectures, demonstrations,
tours, orchid displays and sales. One of the Country's largest
orchid expositions - don't miss it. www.orchidsanfrancisco.org

Speakers
January 2016: Pierre Pujol -Cymbidium Culture
February 2016: Ron Parsons - Adventures in Southeast
Australia
March 2016: TBD
April 2016: Sam Tsui
May 2016: Peter Lin

Notices
Wear Your Name Badge

The board voted to provide a special raffle ticket to members
when they pick up and wear their name tags at our meetings.
A drawing for a plant from the opportunity table will be limited
to this and will immediately follow the choice by the person
who did the Skill Session and the winner from the Show and
Tell table. So, wearing your name tag will get you an early
selection from the opportunity table.
Your name tag will be available at the membership table.

Member's Corner
SFOS Monthly Show and Tell Table
We want to thank our members who bring in their plants for
display at the monthly meetings. This is a great viewing
experience for all and a great way to learn about new plants
we might want to try to grow in the future for ourselves.
But did you know that you can bring in a blooming plant that
you might not be certain about the name or type and have our
group of experts help identify your plant? The more you know,
the better your chance of success. Thank you for participating
and we'll see you and your plants at the next monthly
meeting.
The Board

*****
Special offer! Custom SFOS Denim shirts now available.
They are embroidered with Lycaste skinneri and the San
Francisco Orchid Society is written underneath.
Sizes:
Women’s S-2XL
Men’s: S-6XL
Pricing:
Women’s S-XL, $50. 2XL: $55
Men’s: S-XL, $50, 2XL-6XL $55
You may order as many as you would like-they would make a
great Holiday gift!
The women’s shirt (shown) is a lighter blue color than the men’s.
The men’s shirt has button down collars; the women’s do not.
Shirts must be preordered.
Shirts can be ordered at the December or January meeting; you
may also order by email. (contact Mary Gerritsen at
meg570@comcast.net)
Shirts will be available at the February SFOS meeting
Prepayment is required. Thank you!
Mary Gerritsen

back to top
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*****
On-line Membership Roster
We have been updating our membership lists, and hopefully
the on line roster is up to date too. If you want to check your
information, or look up someone's contact information, go
to www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/member/login.php
If you have forgotten your password there is a link to recover
your password. If you have an orchid related business (e.g.
nursery, decorating, landscaping, flower arranging, art,
ceramics, photography etc.) and would like it listed in our
business listing, please contact membership:
czvanski@hotmail.com or flojo1337@yahoo.com

*****
THANK YOU from Dhirendra Kumar Pradhan
Chitwan, Nepal to the San Francisco Orchid Society

July 2015
Kathmandu, Nepal
Effective education and outreach program for ecology and
conservation of threatened orchids in Godavari-Phulchowki
mountain forest, Kathmandu, Nepal
A report submitted to the San Francisco Orchid Society by
Dhirendra Kumar Pradhan
Chitwan, Nepal

Acknowledgement
My sincere gratitude goes to the San Francisco Orchid Society
for providing this opportunity to conduct orchid conservation
program among the rural people of the Godavari-Phulchowki
mountain forest, Kathmandu, Nepal. My thanks also goes to the
respective chairmen of the community forestry users groups,
school teachers and forest technician of the Lalitpur district forest
office for managing time voluntarily to share and discuss
knowledge and information on orchid conservation.
Special thanks go to villagers who patiently listen to our
conservation information and actively participate in discussion
and giving words of commitment to conserve orchids.
Dhirendra Kumar Pradhan
July 2015
For the full report:
http://www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/conservationawards.html

Considering submitting a proposal for conservation grants? This
year the deadline is December 15, 2015. Contact members of
the SFOS conservation committee for more information at:
Info@orchidsanfrancisco.org

*****
California Sierra Nevada Judging Center
The California Sierra Nevada Judging Center has its November
awards online for your enjoyment. http://www.csnjc.org
Now available- results of the soil study on Mt. Kinabalu in
regards to serpentine soil and its effect on Paph.
rothschildianum. Link:
http://www.researchgate.net/publication/272680050_Ecology_of_
Paphiopedilum_rothschildianum_at_the_type_
locality_in_Kinabalu_Park_(Sabah_Malaysia)
Kathy Barrett

*****
Interested in a specific topic or speaker or skill session?
SFOS members are welcome to make suggestions for speakers
or topics for our meetings, and also for our skill sessions before
the meetings. Please send your suggestions to Mary Gerritsen
meg570@comcast.net

*****
Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology
Orchid Price List 2016 Spring
Dear friends and customers,
In the PDF link, please find our orchids plants and flasks price list
for the US. Please feel free to give this PDF file to anyone that
might be interest in. Please read the following information before
any one would like to place an order:
1,Order timing: We please for pre orders as soon as possible.
For Timiami FL Show The latest is 5th Dec. 2015. As we go to
Timiami Show the first time, have no facilities for preparing
domestic shipping, so we only do very limited shippings at this
show. For San Francisco POE Show in Feb. 2016, the order
dead line is 5th Jan. 2016. Except picking up your pre orders at
our sales booth, most pre orders would be shipped in Feb. 2016
when we go to SFOS POE Show.
Please write to info@hengduanbiotech.com for confirming
availability, price, postage and shipping time.
2, How to pay: We receive your payment via money
transference, check, cash or PayPal. As PayPal China charges
us 6%commission fee, we share the cost with our customers,
you would pay 3%.
3, How to deliver: We would take part in orchid exhibition held in
Timiami FL 23rd-24th Jan.2016 and POE Show 24th-28th
Feb.2016, your pre ordered plants could be picked up at our
sales booth, or be shipped domestically.
Mrs. Wenqing Perner
Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology Ltd., China

http://attachment.benchmarkemail.com/c331141/OrchidList_USA_Spring_2016.pdf

Ms. Wenqing Perner
3-11-904, Yinduhuayuan, Xinguang Rd.8
610041 Chengdu, Sichuan
P.R.China
E-mail: wenqing.perner@gmail.com
tel:+8613688062330
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