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Catasetum Species, Hybrid and their Culture

Fred Clarke
Fred Clarke has been growing orchids for 35 years and has been
hybridizing for 25 of those years. With over 28 years as a

SFOS Meeting
Tues. November 3, 2015

professional grower and manager in the horticultural industry, Fred
applies these skills at his orchid nursery; Sunset Valley Orchids,
located in San Diego, California.
He is a passionate orchid grower whose curiosity in orchids is
broad and varied. Although developing Cattleya hybrids has been
his sustaining interest, he is also actively creating new Australian
Dendrobiums and Paphiopedilum hybrids plus some others to be
named if they work out!
His pioneering work in Catasetum intergeneric hybrids led to the
development of several notable hybrids, most recently the grex,
Fredclarkeara After Dark, which produced “the blackest flower
ever witnessed”. This grex has received eight FCC’s and over 41
awards worldwide.
Fred is an Accredited Judge in the Pacific South Judging Region.
His plants have received hundreds of quality awards from the
American Orchid Society.

Tues. November 3, 2015
AOS Judging: 7:00 PM
Skills Session: 7:00 PM
Meeting: 7:30 PM
San Francisco County Fair Building,
Golden Gate Park, 9th Avenue and
Lincoln Way, San Francisco. Plants
submitted for American Orchid Society
Judging must be entered between 6:30
pm and 7:00 pm.
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Catasetums are from the Tribe Cymbidieae. Individually, it has
been considered an orchid oddity, or “botanical”, of interest mainly
to the seriously addicted enthusiast. These plants have a brief
deciduous period in winter, when the plants need a definite dry
rest period bordering on neglect. These robust orchids are native
to lowland tropical forests in Central and South America and are
usually grown in warm or intermediate conditions.
Commercially, Catasetum, have occupied a small market niche on
the edge of a sea of Cymbidiums, Cattleyas, Phalaenopsis,
Dendrobiums, Epidendrums, and so on. Until recently, they have
not attracted much attention from hybridizers, but in the past
several years some spectacular hybrids have been produced,
receiving great acclaim and an increasingly large collection of
awards from the American Orchid Society.
This talk will feature a widescreen computer slide show on some
of the species, new hybrids and plant culture of Catasetums. The
presenter will be Fred Clarke of Sunset Valley Orchids in Vista.
Note: Want to Pre-order orchids from Sun Valley Orchids?
Get a 10% Discount when you order.
Go to: www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com
email: fred.clarke@att.net

Dinner with the Speaker
Please join us in the parking lot in back of the SF
County Fair Building at 5:30 PM sharp.
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Minutes of the SFOS Board Meeting
SFOS Board Meeting- October 13, 2015

Present: Dave Hermeyer, Valerie Mountain, Jack Ryder, Claire
Zvanski, Tom Perlite, Mary Gerritsen, Jean Lee, Dexter Hodes,
Chris Mende
Excused: Dennis Westler, Florence Inserto, Fred Schechter,
The meeting started at 7:40.

I. Treasurer
A. Jack: The financial information for the SFOS is getting more
organized. He is working with Beverly to synchronize her
information without changing her system. Jack has been preparing
reports for the board. SFOS, OITP and POE figures are still not
broken out, but the reports show our financial information more
clearly. QuickBooks is now online with funds going directly to the
bank accounts. Balances as of September 30: Checking
$12,191.43, High Yield Savings $168,595.15, Market Rate
Savings $1,507.31.

2015 Membership Directory
The new membership directory is
now online on the SFOS website. All
members with an email address in
our records should have received
instructions for login and password. If
you have forgotten your password,
you can still use the directory. Just go
to the SFOS website and follow the
instructions for forgotten password.
If there are errors, please contact
Florence Inserto flojoinsert@yahoo.com or Claire
Zvanski:
(415) 341-3085
czvanski@hotmail.com.

2016 Dues
($25 per year-Individual)
($40 per household-2 or more- per
year)
Dues may be payable at any SFOS
meeting,
or go the Web
site www.orchidsanfrancisco.org
and use Pay Pal or mail to
SFOS- Membership
PO Box 27145
SF, CA 94127-0145
• $25/year or $40/year (with Email
Newsletter Option)

II. Vice President
A. Mary: November speaker is Fred Clarke, topic: Catasetum
Species, Hybrids and the Plant Culture. He will also provide the
Opportunity Table. Tom Perlite will run the Skill Session on
repotting Odontoglossums. The December meeting will be the
Potluck Holiday Party. January’s speaker will be Pierre Pujol,
topic: Cymbidium Culture. He will also provide the Opportunity
Table. Skill Session TBA. February’s speaker will be Ron Parsons,
topic: Adventures in Southeast Australia. Sam Tsui has been
rescheduled for the April 2016 meeting, and Peter Lin is
scheduled for the May meeting.

III. Membership
A. Claire: One new member from the Peninsula Orchid Society
joined this month. Renewals for 2016 have begun, and a reminder
will be made at the next meeting. Jack noted that the press
release for POE is on the SFOS website. Claire is trying to
encourage any new members who show interest to get involved
with SFOS functions. The mentor program has had low sign up so
far, but there may be a need to increase the understanding of the
program and encourage younger and newer members to take
part. It was suggested to have a sign at the membership table or
between the doors to the Hall and the Skill Session room to
advertise the Skill Session, and call it How To: session to clarify
for new members. Claire suggested that a new member
orientation should be held yearly in February or March instead of
the Skill Session. Claire also noted that going to other societies’
meetings encourages them to join the SFOS, or volunteer for the
POE and OITP. Having a presence all weekend at the
Membership table at POE also attracts new members, and we

• $45/year individual (with USPS Mail
Newsletter Option)
Thank you!
Welcome New Members

Kelsey Bonnen
Fiona Carruthers
Please welcome our new members at
your earliest opportunity.
NOTICE TO BUSINESS MEMBERS
OF THE SFOS
Member Orchid Related Businesses
in our Roster are out of date. All
current SFOS members who wish to
have their Orchid Related
Businesses listed need to contact
membership. See contact information
above or at end of this newsletter.

Refreshments
S-Z
SFOS members are encouraged to
help out with refreshments, setup and
cleanup at Monthly Meetings. If your
last name falls within the letter range
S - Z, please bring snacks such as
fresh fruit, crackers & cheese for the
next meeting. About three dozen
cookies, one cake, one to two
pounds of fruit or cheeses, or one
box of crackers is an appropriate
amount. Remember to pick up your
raffle ticket as one of the rewards of
sharing - and good luck in the
drawing!

AOS Awards
AOS Awards

should provide information for all Bay Area orchid groups for those
who don’t live close enough to San Francisco.

IV. POE
B. Tom: 43 vendors have committed and paid so far. The balance
is due on October 15th. There will be some new vendors this year.
There are 4 booths still open; these may be used for sponsors.
Arader Gallery will have a double booth in the vendor area in
addition to their exhibit of antique prints and watercolors. Lyngso
Garden Materials has agreed to supply rocks and soil for the
exhibit area. Belcampo Meats is the main food provider, and will
have a wine and beer bar as well. We still need a coffee vendor
and perhaps an ice cream vendor. Ambrosia Bakery is unable to
staff a booth, but can provide pastries at cost to either Belcampo
or the coffee vendor if needed. Invitations have been sent out to
individual exhibitors and Orchid Societies. So far the Conservatory
of Flowers and Orchid Conservation Alliance have responded. UC
Botanical Garden would like an information booth, but cannot
install an exhibit or provide plants for the entrance exhibit. Careers
in Horticulture will not participate this year, as their program has
been temporarily suspended. S.F. Foliage has lost their green
house space as the greenhouses are scheduled to be torn down.
They have tentatively agreed to provide foliage for the exhibit area
as a sponsor. A. Silvestri & Co. has agreed to provide statuary/
benches again in the exhibit area, as a sponsor. Kevin Woodson
will have an exhibit of original watercolors and will conduct an
exhibition of watercolor painting during the show on Saturday.
Other sponsors: Metamorphosis Landscaping, Bath Fitters,
Renewal by Anderson and Sungevity will have vendor booths in
the sales area, and SF Chronicle may have a truck out in front of
the venue. We still do not have a major sponsor.

V. Old Business
A. Insurance: Dave had new quotes from Paul Perlite for theft and
fraud insurance. We currently have a $5000 policy with a $250
deductible. The new quote for $50,000 coverage has a $5000
deductible. A discussion was held about money being handled
and transferred to the bank during the POE and OITP, and the
need for the extra coverage. Jean made a motion to increase the
coverage to $50,000. The motion was seconded and passed with
one member opposed.
B. Denim Shirts: Mary is having samples made in sizes S to XL.
The samples will be there for the November SFOS meeting so
people can try them on and choose their size. Prices for the shirts
will be announced at the meeting. The motif will be the
Embroidered Lycaste image with SFOS underneath. Jean has
volunteered to take the orders during the meeting.
C. Newsletter Backup Editor: There has been no response so far
to Stanford’s request to find and start training a backup editor.
Another announcement will be posted in the November newsletter.

VI. New Business
A. December Holiday Party: Last year the food was part catered
and part potluck. Dave will contact Paula Shiu to see if she will do
the catering again this year, and see what she provides and what
else will be needed for the party, including some decorative

American Orchid Society Pacific
Judging Center Web
site: http://www.paccentraljc.org/
Please check the Web site for the most
recent awards.

tablecloths. Mary will arrange getting plants as gifts, and would
like to organize a small committee to take care of decorations and
supplies. She will ask for volunteers at the November meeting.
B. Stationery: Jack needs more business envelopes with the
SFOS logo. Mary ordered the last set from Staples online. She will
provide Jack with the necessary information to get these ordered.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:20.

Change of Address
Send all address and e-mail changes
to:
Florence Inserto flojoinsert@yahoo.com
or Claire Zvanski:
(415) 341-3085
- czvanski@hotmail.com
SFOS Membership
P.O. Box 27145,
San Francisco, CA 94127

Newsletter Items
The SFOS Newsletter welcomes
news, articles, events, and any other
items of interest to members. Send
items by the 15th of the month in an
email to Stanford Stapleton at:
s
tanford@rkmediasolutions.com Please

include your name at the beginning
or end of your text. All submissions
will be reviewed and may be edited
due to space limitations. Thank you!
Sincerely,
San Francisco Orchid Society

Respectfully Submitted,
Valerie Mountain

SFOS Bulletin Board
The Bulletin Board is a free service for SFOS members' orchid
related items. Send items by the 15th of the month by email to:
stanford@rkmediasolutions.com Include your name, phone
number, and how long you want the item to run. We will also run
items of interest from other orchid societies. All submissions will
be reviewed and may be edited.

Upcoming Events
November 3, 2015 7:30pm - SFOS General Meeting
Main Speaker - Fred Clarke - Sunset Valley Orchids
Subject: Catasetum Species, Hybrid and their Culture
Skill Session- Tom Perlite - Repotting Odontoglossums

*****
October 22-25, 2015 The San Francisco Fall Antiques Show
Festival Pavilion, Fort Mason, San Francisco. Thursday Saturday, 10:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.; Sunday, Noon to 5:00 p.m. For
tickets, Gala Opening Night information and more information:
contact www.sffas.org Benefiting Enterprise for High School
Students.
October 25, 2015 Sterling, Pearls, Gems & Cymbidium Sale
Sonoma County Orchid Society Sun 11 AM- 4 PM. 777 Racquet
Club Circle, Rohnert Park, CA. 94928
www.scosorchids@gmail.com It takes a village (Sasak Village,
Island of Lombok, Indonesia) and lots of orchids. On sale October
25, 2015 Exquisite handmade jewelry from Sasak and local
Cymbidium divisions, many from awarded plants and spiking from
SCOS member Cynthia Battershall.
October 27, 2015 Marin Orchid Society Fall Auction Silent

Auction Tuesday at 6:30 PM, followed by live auction at 7 PM.
Marin Art and Garden Center (MAGC), 30 Sir Francis Drake
Boulevard, Ross, CA. Wine, cheese and other refreshments
provided! Auction paddles $2.00. Website
http://www.marinorchidsociety.com.

October 30, 31 & November 1, 2015 Gold Country Orchids
Trick or Treat Open House 9 AM - 5 PM Fri. + Sat., 10 AM - 4
PM Sun.390 Big Ben Road, Lincoln, CA 95648 916-645-8600
www.goldcountryorchids.com Major discounts on many select
plants especially our extra Paph divisions.

November 6 - 8, 2015 Cal-Orchids Fall Open House Fri - Sun 9
AM - 4 PM. 1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA. "It's our
chance to say hello and thank you to our long-standing, loyal
customers. Please stop by and join in on the fun no matter
whether you are a seasoned veteran or a brand new orchid
grower. You'll love our cyms with budding spike development and
the spiking Mexican Laelia anceps and their hybrids you've all
come to love, and many more." E-mail at calorchid@cox.net, see
their website at www.calorchid.com or their Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/pages/Cal-Orchid/169676309716174.

November 6 - 8, 2015 Hatfield Orchids Fall Open House Fri Sun 9 AM - 4 PM. 3793 Dufau Road, Oxnard, CA 93033. Rain or
Shine! Hope you can join us, but if you can’t, we can ship to you
for free! Call George at (805) 901 0340-, email him at
George@HatfieldOrchids.com

November 7 - 8, 2015 Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Fall Open
House & Annual Silent Auction Sat 8 AM - 5 PM, Sun 9 AM - 4
PM. 1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA. The Annual Silent
Auction is held every year in conjunction with the Fall Open
House. This gives the opportunity to bid on first-releases of select
and newly awarded cultivars, rare plants, and glorious specimens.
The auction list should become available the beginning of
October, so make sure you are signed up ahead of time - see
http://sborchid.com/auction.php. For more information, call 800553-3387-, or check their website at
http://www.sborchid.com/events.php.

November 13-14, 2015 Carmel Orchid Society Fall Orchid
Festival Fri - Sat 9 AM - 4 PM Community Church of the
Monterey Peninsula, 4590 Carmel Valley Rd, Carmel. Gorgeous
Orchids, Tons of Stuff, Silent Auction, Wine Barrel Raffles, Potting
Demonstrations, Answers to Orchid Questions. Email for more info
to johnoconnell19@att.net. See their newsletter for more info at
www.carmelorchidsociety.org
November 11-15, 2015 AOS Members Meeting Hosted by the
Northern Nevada Orchid Society
Atlantis Casino & Resort 3800 S. Virginia Street, Reno, Nevada
89502 www.nnvos.org

November14 - 15, 2015 Santa Cruz Orchid Society Show and
Sale Sat 9AM - 5PM, Sun 10AM - 4PM. Soquel High School, 401
Old San Jose Road, Soquel, CA 95073 (click for map). Presented
by the Santa Cruz Orchid Society and Soquel High School
FFA/ROP. Admission is free with plenty of free parking! Orchid
Plant Award Judging. View unique and endangered orchids.
Purchase orchids for your own collection as well as Potting
supplies, Orchid Books & Prints. Society members provide culture
and growing tips to the general public, and skills sessions for new
orchid enthusiasts. For more info click on
info@SantCruzOrchidSociety.org, or
http://www.santacruzorchidsociety.org
November 21 -22, 2015 – Orchid Society of Santa Barbara Fall
Show and Sale. Saturday and Sunday Hours: 10-5 Saturday, 103:30 Sunday. “Orchid Obsession”, Fleishman Auditorium, Santa
Barbara Museum of Natural History (just north of the Old Mission).
Featuring Laelia anceps at their peak and fall-blooming
Cymbidium and Cattleya species. AOS and CSA judging. Select
vendors.

Speakers
December 2015: Holiday Party
January 2016: Pierre Pujol -Cymbidium Culture
February 2016: Ron Parsons - Adventures in Southeast
Australia
March 2016: TBD
April 2016: Sam Tsui
May 2016: Peter Lin

Notices
Wear Your Name Badge
The board voted to provide a special raffle ticket to members
when they pick up and wear their name tags at our meetings. A
drawing for a plant from the opportunity table will be limited to
this and will immediately follow the choice by the person who
did the Skill Session and the winner from the Show and Tell
table. So, wearing your name tag will get you an early selection
from the opportunity table.
Your name tag will be available at the membership table.

Member's Corner
SFOS Monthly Show and Tell Table
We want to thank our members who bring in their plants for
display at the monthly meetings. This is a great viewing
experience for all and a great way to learn about new plants we
might want to try to grow in the future for ourselves.

But did you know that you can bring in a blooming plant that
you might not be certain about the name or type and have our
group of experts help identify your plant? The more you know,
the better your chance of success. Thank you for participating
and we'll see you and your plants at the next monthly meeting.
The Board

*****
back to top

Announcements

*****
On-line Membership Roster
We have been updating our membership lists, and hopefully
the on line roster is up to date too. If you want to check your
information, or look up someone's contact information, go
to www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/member/login.php
If you have forgotten your password there is a link to recover
your password. If you have an orchid related business (e.g.
nursery, decorating, landscaping, flower arranging, art,
ceramics, photography etc.) and would like it listed in our
business listing, please contact membership:
czvanski@hotmail.com or flojo1337@yahoo.com

*****
Notes from the Prez
Less is More. Small is Beautiful.
I’ve recently come to a conclusion about orchids. Small is
beautiful. No, not miniature orchids (sorry Mary and Ron), but
small* numbers of orchids. It’s widely known that orchid growers
often suffer from OCD (Orchid Compulsion Disease), resulting in
large collections of orchids and thin wallets. I’ve waivered on the
edge for a while, but as my greenhouse filled up, I’ve come to see
it as a microcosm of the Earth, with definite limits to growth. At
OITP this year, after I donated about a quarter of the orchids in my
greenhouse to the Orchid Conservation Fund, I found that there
was much more room for the remaining plants. Room to grow,
room to see each plant, room to appreciate each plant. While
moving them out to take to the show, I remember I broke two
flower spikes, simply because the plants were too close together
in the greenhouse. I was annoyed, and stressed that I might break
another spike. Grrr…
Orchid growing should be fun! Yes, I know that there are members
who grow them commercially, for whom orchids puts bread on the

table. But for most of the rest of us, it’s a pastime, a hobby which
hopefully rewards us with flowers or some form of satisfaction for
the hours we devote to them. That reward might be the pride in
flowering a difficult to grow species, or the knowledge gained by
the experience of growing a new species. Later, after OITP, I
found that I had a little more time to spend doing tasks that I had
neglected for so long. Dividing that overgrown Masdevallia,
mounting that little Laelia that was eagerly putting out some little
new roots. I am enjoying my time in the greenhouse more, doing
more with what I have. Less is more. Small is beautiful.
*Note: small is a relative term…
Dave Hermeyer
President
San Francisco Orchid Society

*****
THANK YOU from Dhirendra Kumar Pradhan
Chitwan, Nepal to the San Francisco Orchid Society
July 2015
Kathmandu, Nepal
Effective education and outreach program for ecology and
conservation of threatened orchids in Godavari-Phulchowki
mountain forest, Kathmandu, Nepal
A report submitted to the San Francisco Orchid Society by
Dhirendra Kumar Pradhan
Chitwan, Nepal

Acknowledgement
My sincere gratitude goes to the San Francisco Orchid Society for

providing this opportunity to conduct orchid conservation program
among the rural people of the Godavari-Phulchowki mountain
forest, Kathmandu, Nepal. My thanks also goes to the respective
chairmen of the community forestry users groups, school teachers
and forest technician of the Lalitpur district forest office for
managing time voluntarily to share and discuss knowledge and
information on orchid conservation.
Special thanks go to villagers who patiently listen to our
conservation information and actively participate in discussion and
giving words of commitment to conserve orchids.
Dhirendra Kumar Pradhan
July 2015
For the full report:
http://www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/conservationawards.html

Considering submitting a proposal for conservation grants? This
year the deadline is December 15, 2015. Contact members of the
SFOS conservation committee for more information at:
Info@orchidsanfrancisco.org

*****
California Sierra Nevada Judging Center
The California Sierra Nevada Judging Center has its October
awards online for your enjoyment. http://www.csnjc.org
Now available- results of the soil study on Mt. Kinabalu in regards
to serpentine soil and its effect on Paph. rothschildianum. Link:
http://www.researchgate.net/publication/272680050_Ecology_of_
Paphiopedilum_rothschildianum_at_the_type_
locality_in_Kinabalu_Park_(Sabah_Malaysia)
Kathy Barrett

*****
FOR SALE
Thesaurus Masdevalliarum and Thesaurus Dracularum by
Carl Luer
The SFOS is offering for sale volumes 1-20A (21 volumes) of
the Thesaurus Masdevalliarum , A Monograph of the Genus
Masdevallia, by Carl Luer and volumes 1-4 of the Thesaurus
Dracularum, A Monograph of the Genus Dracula, by Carl
Luer.
All of the volumes are in perfect condition in their original
packaging. The works were donated to the SFOS by the family of
Cynthia and Richard Fleig, for the benefit of the SFOS.
The Thesaurus Masdevalliarum is priced at $1000 for all 21
volumes and the Thesaurus Dracularum is priced at $200 for the 4
volumes.
In addition, there are single copies of volume 1 and 19 of the
Thesaurus Masdevalliarum and volume 1 of the Thesaurus

Dracularum priced at $50 per volume.
Anyone interested, please contact Tom Perlite at 415 990-1314
or tperlite@sbcglobal.net.

*****
Newsletter Backup Editor Needed!
Our longtime Newsletter Editor, Stanford Stapleton, would like to
find a backup editor to start training as soon as possible. The
newsletter is created from a template and served through
Benchmark, and is not very difficult to learn. Knowing html is
helpful and a computer with current updates is ideal. If you are
interested in helping to create our wonderful Newsletter, please
contact Stanford (415-384-0746) stanford@rkmediasolutions.com)
or any board member.

*****
Interested in a specific topic or speaker or skill session?
SFOS members are welcome to make suggestions for speakers
or topics for our meetings, and also for our skill sessions before
the meetings. Please send your suggestions to Mary Gerritsen
meg570@comcast.net

*****

back to top
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