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Carlos Fighetti has been involved in orchids for over forty years. He was
the founding President of the International Phalaenopsis Alliance and is the
current President of the organization. He was president of the American
Orchid Society, and was on the Board of Trustees of that organization for
fourteen years, five years as a trustee, four years as the vice-president,
three years as the president and two as the past president. He has been a
member and has chaired several committees of the AOS.
He is a member and a past president of the Greater New York Orchid
Society, where he also served for eight years as show Chair of the New York
International Orchid Show. In addition, he is a member and was a trustee of
the Ramapo Orchid Society in New Jersey, He is the past president of the
Puerto Rico Orchid Society, and a member of the Mayaguez, Orquidistas del
Sur and Orquidistas de Borinquen Orchid Societies in Puerto Rico. He is
also a member of the Pleurothallid Alliance, and the Peruvian and Chilean
Orchid Societies
He is an accredited AOS judge, and presently chairs the Puerto Rico
Judging Center. He has among his judging, four World Orchid Conferences,
the Tokyo Grand Prix Orchid Show, The Taiwan International Orchid Show
and several Latin American Shows. He has lectured about orchids all over
the US and Canada and at many international venues.

Tues. August 5, 2014
AOS Judging: 7:00 PM
Skills Session: 7:05 PM
Meeting: 7:30 PM
San Francisco County Fair
Building, Golden Gate Park, 9th
Avenue and Lincoln Way, San
Francisco. Plants submitted for
American Orchid Society
Judging must be entered
between 6:30 pm and 7:00 pm.

Speaker
Carlos Fighetti
The Taiwan Orchid Show

Skill Session
Debra Atwood
Repotting Tips and Tricks

Plant Opportunity Table
Debra Atwood
Napa Valley Orchids

Carlos lives in Guaynabo, Puerto Rico, where he grows approximately 2,500
orchid plants. He grows a mixed collection, including a good number of
species. A grower of note, his plants have received over 150 awards from
the AOS for horticultural, flower quality and cultural merits, including four
FCCs and one CCE. He has also received eight AOS show trophies and
many other awards for exhibits at orchid shows around the country.
Professionally, Carlos retired as a Senior Research Associate of the
Engineering School at Columbia University, where he was the Director of a
well-known research laboratory working on nuclear reactor safety. "The main
emphasis was in determining the integrity of the reactor cores and the
meltdown levels for normal operating as well as accident conditions for just
about every nuclear reactor in the world, including the Russian designs.
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FEATURED ARTICLE
2013-2014 Membership
Directory
The new membership directory
is now online on the SFOS
website. All members with an
email address in our records
should have received
instructions for login and
password. If you have forgotten
your password, you can still
use the directory. Just go to the
SFOS website and follow the
instructions for forgotten
password.
If there are errors, please
contact Florence Inserto flojoinsert@yahoo.com or
Claire Zvanski:

Show and has grown substantially in size and prestige from its beginning
that today it is considered one of the largest orchid shows in the world
competing only with the Japan Grand Prix Orchid Show in Japan.
Attendance for the show is in the order of 250,000 people for the 10-day
event. It is staged by the Taiwan Orchid Growers Association (TOGA)
and has three levels of judging: Ribbon judging culminating in the
selection of a grand champion, TOGA medal judging and AOS judging.
AOS has been present since the inception of the show in 2005 and is the
event where most AOS awards are given annually, possible averaging
100 AOS awards every year. The show is staged inside large
greenhouses with a two acre foot print and a 40-foot ceiling. It consist of
several sections: one for large commercial and society exhibits, one for
small table top exhibits, a section for individual plants to be considered
for ribbons, medals and AOS awards and a large vending area for about
50 commercial vendors of plants and orchid material.
Since Taiwan is the world's supplier of Phalaenopsis for the pot plant
industry, a good number of the plants exhibited are Phalaenopsis.
However, they also have superb growers of Paphiopedilum, Cattleya,
and Dendrobium growers which also exhibit incredible plants.
The presentation to the San Francisco Orchid society will include all of
the sections describes above and also show some of the individual
plants enters for ribbon and award competition.

Dinner with the Speaker
Please join us in the parking lot in back of the SF County
Fair Building at 5:30 PM sharp.
back to top

Minutes of the SFOS Board Meeting
SFOS Board Meeting July 17, 2014
Present: George McRae, Mary Gerritsen, Valerie Mountain, Dave Hermeyer,
Chris Mende, Carol Zoltowski, Dexter Hodes. Tom Perlite also joined the
meeting at the beginning for the POE discussion.
Excused: Steve Beckendorf, Florence Inserto, Claire Zvanski, Dennis
Westler
The meeting started at 7:30.
I. POE
A. Tom Perlite joined the meeting to discuss his contract for POE Production
manager and give the POE update. A partial payment of $16,000 is needed
now for rent for the Festival Pavilion. The total payment will be approximately
$50,000, which is about 20% higher than last year. The POE committee also
looked at the Herbst Pavilion, which is less expensive, but the space is 30%
smaller and it will not be available after 2015. The decision was made to stay
at the Festival Pavilion for 2015. The admission fee will be increased to $15,
and vendor fees will also be increased. Frances is encouraging Taiwan to
sign on as a sponsor as soon as possible so they can be included on the
publicity for the show. Tom is starting to send out the vendor contracts.
B. Tom’s contract: For now, the list of duties for POE Production Manager

(415) 341-3085
czvanski@hotmail.com.
2014 Dues
Are Now Payable
($25 per year-Individual)
($40 per household-2 or moreper year)
Dues may be payable at any
SFOS meeting,
or go the Web
site www.orchidsanfrancisco.o
rg
and use Pay Pal or mail to
SFOS- Membership
PO Box 27145
SF, CA 94127-0145
• $25/year or $40/year (with
Email Newsletter Option)
• $45/year individual (with
USPS Mail Newsletter Option)
Thank you!
Welcome New Members
Angelique Fry
Ernest McGray, Jr.
Keith Dabney
Brigitta van Ewijk
Please welcome our new
members whenever you meet
them and especially at the San
Francisco Orchid Society
meetings.
NOTICE TO BUSINESS
MEMBERS OF THE SFOS
Member Orchid Related
Businesses in our Roster are
out of date. All current SFOS
members who wish to have
their Orchid Related
Businesses listed need to
contact membership. See
contact information above or at
end of this newsletter.

will be used as his contract. George will sign the contract and have it
witnessed.
II. Vice President’s Report
A. George for Steve: The speaker for the August meeting will be Carlos
Fighetti, topic: Taiwan Orchid Show. Debra Atwood will provide the plant
opportunity table and run the Skill Session, topic TBD.
III. Treasurer
A. Carol gave the bank account report as of July 17: Market Rate Savings
$1506.72, Checking: $27,584.02, High Yield Savings: $161,652.91.
IV. Membership
A. George for Claire: No new members have joined since the June monthly
meeting. Claire and Florence are still working on the roster to bring it up to
date. Claire will be encouraging new people to join as members at the
Orchids in the Park show.
V. Old Business
A. Orchids in the Park- Mary reported that 14 vendors have signed up for the
show. The vendors will be listed on the SFOS website and the SFOS
Facebook page. Orchid Conservation Alliance will also have a table near the
front entrance. An email blast was sent out to 6200 people last month.
Another blast will be going out this week. There will also be advertisements
in the SF Chronicle on the Wednesday and Saturday before the show.
Admission will be $5.00 for adults ($3.00 seniors, children free), and the
upcoming email blast will have a $1.00 off coupon. The biggest need for
OITP is volunteers for all positions to staff the show. There has been almost
no response to the sign- up sheets at the last 2 monthly meetings. This could
affect the show being put on next year, as Mary does not wish to run the
show again with the poor response from the membership. This show
generates a large part of the income for the SFOS budget. Please consider
volunteering.
B. Data Storage- Carol has secured space at Data Storage. She is working
on sorting the Society’s financial records and packing them in the provided
boxes for storage. She will compile a list of all the contents to be kept on file.
VI. New Business
A. Monthly Meeting Special Events- Dave made a suggestion to schedule
some special events at one or more of the SFOS monthly meetings, instead
of having a speaker every month. Various ideas were discussed and the
Board decided to plan something special for the December 2nd SFOS
meeting. More details will follow over the next few months.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00.
Respectfully Submitted,
Valerie Mountain

SFOS Bulletin Board

Refreshments
H-M
SFOS members are
encouraged to help out with
refreshments, setup and

The Bulletin Board is a free service for SFOS members' orchid related
items. Send items by the 15th of the month by email to:
stanford@rkmediasolutions.com Include your name, phone number, and

cleanup at Monthly Meetings. If
your last name falls within the
letter range H - M please bring
snacks such as fresh fruit,
crackers & cheese for the next
meeting. About three dozen
cookies, one cake, one to two
pounds of fruit or cheeses, or
one box of crackers is an
appropriate amount.
Remember to pick up your
raffle ticket as one of the
rewards of sharing - and good
luck in the drawing!

how long you want the item to run. We will also run items of interest from
other orchid societies. All submissions will be reviewed and may be edited.

Upcoming Events
August 5, 2014 7:30pm - SFOS General Meeting
Main Speaker - Carlos Fighetti
Subject: The Taiwan Orchid Show 2014
Skill Session- Debra Atwood - Repotting Tips and Tricks

*****
August 1, 2, and 3, 2014 Symphony of Orchids! Hilo Orchid Society’s
62nd Annual Show and Sale

AOS Awards
AOS Awards
American Orchid Society Pacific
Judging Center Web
site: www.aospacificcentral.org/
Please check the Web site for
the most recent awards.

Change of Address
Send all address and e-mail
changes to:
Florence Inserto flojoinsert@yahoo.com
or Claire Zvanski:
(415) 341-3085
- czvanski@hotmail.com
SFOS Membership
P.O. Box 27145,
San Francisco, CA 94127

Newsletter Items
The SFOS Newsletter
welcomes news,
articles, events, and any other
items of interest to members.

Edith Kanaka‘ole Stadium. Displays, demonstrations, orchid sales and
orchid-related products. Refreshments, entertainment. $5 donation; keiki
under 12 free. 808-333-1852 or www.hiloorchidsociety.org.
We have arranged special rates with two of our local hotels. Please contact
Barbara Fahs at hiiakas@lava.net for rates and details.
Aloha!
August 2, 2014 California Sierra Nevada Speaker's Day
9 AM to 5 PM 1831 Howe Ave at Alta Arden Odd Fellows Bldg.,
Sacramento, CA Featuring Jim Rose-Cal-Orchid; Theresa Hill-Hillsview
Garden; Carlos Fighetti-President-Intl Phalaenopsis Alliance. $10 advance;
$20 at the Door Sponsoring Societies/AOS members; $25 General
Admission. Tickets in advance can be purchased from Susan Wedegaertner
at sgwede@gmail.com CSNJC website:

August 2 & 3, 2014 Orchids in the Park
New, earlier date! This show has been held in September in the past. Save
the date! Saturday & Sunday 10 AM - 5 PM SF County Fair Building - Hall of
Flowers - Golden Gate Park 9th Ave & Lincoln Way San Francisco.

Saurday, August 9, 2014 Open Greenhouse & Sale-Austin Creek
Orchids - Dale Martin- Petaluma
Dale Martin is having an Open Greenhouse and Sale August 9 from 11 AM
to 3 PM at 315 Sprauer Road, Petaluma. Some orchid supplies will also be
available. For more information, call 707-762-0526 or email
dalem@austincreekorchids.com

January 17 & 18, 2015 First World Slipper Orchid Conference and 59th
Paphiopedilum Guild- Hilo, Hawaii
Expert lectures, displays, orchid sales and AOS judging. Saturday and
Sunday January 17-18, 2015 at the Hilo Hawaiian Hotel, Hilo, Hawaii.
Sponsored by Orchid Digest. Tickets - $95. More information and forms at
www.orchiddigest.org .

Send items by the 15th of
the month in an email to
Stanford Stapleton at:

Upcoming Speakers

stanford@rkmediasolutions.com

Please include your name at
the beginning or end of your
text. All submissions will
be reviewed and may be edited
due to space limitations. Thank
you!
Sincerely,
San Francisco Orchid
Society

September 2014 -TBD

Notices
Wear Your Name Badge
The board voted to provide a special raffle ticket to members when they
pick up and wear their name tags at our meetings. A drawing for a plant
from the opportunity table will be limited to this and will immediately
follow the choice by the person who did the Skill Session and the winner
from the Show and Tell table. So, wearing your name tag will get you an
early selection from the opportunity table.
Your name tag will be available at the membership table.

Member's Corner
SFOS Monthly Show and Tell Table
We want to thank our members who bring in their plants for display at the
monthly meetings. This is a great viewing experience for all and a great
way to learn about new plants we might want to try to grow in the future
for ourselves.
But did you know that you can bring in a blooming plant that you might
not be certain about the name or type and have our group of experts help
identify your plant? The more you know, the better your chance of
success. Thank you for participating and we'll see you and your plants at
the next monthly meeting.
The Board

*****
President's Message
" Happy August, everyone! My little weather station keeps track of
interesting astronomical data: the days are already growing shorter by
over a minute a day. By our August meeting, daylight will be shorter by
nearly an hour (49 minutes). certainly cuts into the long evenings to
putter around in the garden and fuss over my outside treasures. Time
rushes by and in no time I'll need to think about winterizing the outside
orchids. The sun angle decreases, and the north side Dracs, can breathe
a sigh that there is less of a threat of sunburn.
I do hope all of you are planning to volunteer with Orchids In The Park.
It's an important part of our annual program. It is critical to funding our
meetings. Mary and the board members worked very hard to make this
show happen, and we always need the support of everyone to make
these great efforts happen.

What's coming up after this? Well, just to let you know the P.O.E.
committee meets regularly to plan for this extravaganza. You can contact
Dennis if you are interested in chairing the many committees that make
the P.O.E the success it is.
I have been thinking that SFOS has twelve meetings a year in addition to
these two shows. It's an exhaustive year. Many local societies have a
much less packed schedule. Holiday parties, summer ice cream socials,
are worked in to their programs. If this is something that you members
would like to see let the board know. Personally I'd love to get to know
more of you socially as well as the superb growers that you all are. See
you soon!"
George McRae

back to top

Announcements
WANTED - CHAIRPERSON
FRONT ENTRANCE DISPLAY AT POE
We need a chairperson for the front entrance display for the upcoming 2015
POE. This person would design and coordinate the installation of the front
entrance display, and recruit volunteers to help with the installation. Tom
Perlite is willing to assist the chairperson in the logistics and sourcing
materials. It is a fun job and all of the volunteers who have helped with the
display the past few years do a terrific job. Please contact Tom Perlite
tperlite@sbcglobal.net 415-990-1314.

*****
MEMBER PLANT SALES ORCHIDS IN THE PARK
Help your Society and yourself by selling your excess plants at the
Member Plant Sales table. Make space for your new orchids. Just inform
Kay of your intent to bring plants and mark each sale plant with its name,
your code and price, i.e., Maxillaria marginata KK-1 $10.00, and give Kay
a master list. Help to sell plants for at least 3 hours. You get 75% of the
price. SFOS gets 25% and pays the sales tax. You may bring plants
anytime during the event, but Friday or early on Saturday is best. If you
have questions, ask Kay at a meeting or contact her at
kayklumb@gmail.com or 415 648-8271.

*****
On-line Membership Roster
We have been updating our membership lists, and hopefully the on line
roster is up to date too. If you want to check your information, or look up
someone's contact information, go
to www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/member/login.php
If you have forgotten your password there is a link to recover your

password. If you have an orchid related business (e.g. nursery,
decorating, landscaping, flower arranging, art, ceramics, photography
etc.) and would like it listed in our business listing, please contact
membership: czvanski@hotmail.com or flojo1337@yahoo.com

*****
Special Announcement - New Shipment!
A limited supply of 2-volume sets of "A compendium of miniature orchids" by
Ron Parsons and Mary Gerritsen are now available. The cost will be
$140/set. Books are only sold as 2-volume set, and are signed by the
authors. If you are interested in purchasing a set, please contact Mary at
meg570@comcast.net

The Conservatory of Flowers
Needs Docent Volunteers
Docents educate adult visitors about the Conservatory’s fascinating
collection of tropical plants and the importance of conserving the rainforest
and San Francisco’s stunning historic greenhouse. Docent tours for the
public are offered Tuesday‐Sunday at 11:00, 12:30, and 2:30. The
comprehensive training program for docents will be held in August and
September- See more at:
http://www.conservatoryofflowers.org/support/volunteer
The Conservatory provides hands-on age-appropriate docent-guided and
self-guided tours of the historic greenhouse and the vast botanical
collections to more than 9,000 students and teachers free-of-charge. Tours
meet the science content standards for California Public Schools. Help us
support science and nature education!

San Francisco Conservation Committee
Have some extra divisions of orchids? Need to make room in your
greenhouse for some new acquisitions? Why not donate your plants to the
SFOS Conservation Committee. We will be selling plants at Orchids in the
Park, with all proceeds going to support the conservation efforts of the
SFOS. If you would like to donate, but need help to get your plants to the
show, please contact Mary Gerritsen meg570@comcast.net and we will help
out with your donation. Your donations are tax deductible.
Plant Stand for House Plants/Orchids For Sale
This a two level Plant/Orchid light stand and the original cost was close to
$600.
There are Duo Florescent Solar lights at each level
separately controlled as to height above the plants with power.
Each tray is enhanced with 3/4 " tall plastic stand-offs to allow water for
humidification to stand below the plants.
In good shape. All components work.
$195. Owner (lives in Novato) has offered to transport it if necessary
Contact:
Dick Steinbach
MacImages@comcast.net
415-892-3448
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Special Events
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